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AGENDA

Welcome 

Opening Prayer 

Presentation of the Plan

Questions & Comments 

Closing Prayer

Refreshments



Projected Priest Availability for Parish Ministry in 
Diocese of Davenport (currently 81 Parishes)



What does that mean for us?



Current Assignments of Parish Priests in Clinton Deanery

7 Priests /  12 Parishes

Priests Parish

1.  Fr. Kuntz Clinton 

2.  Fr. Nguyen  Clinton

3.  Fr. Okumu Camanche

4.  Fr. Connolly DeWitt

5.  Fr. Brownfield Delmar

Grand Mound

Welton

6.  Fr. Lemaster Charlotte

Sugar Creek

Petersville

7.  Fr. Steckel Lost Nation

Oxford Junction

Toronto



The Scenario

Develop a Plan (1-10 years) 

for the availability of only

four (4) Parish Priests to be 
assigned to the Clinton 

Deanery.



What would that mean for us?
A Plan for 4 Parish Priests and 11 Parishes: *

Priests Parish

1.  Pastor Clinton +

2.  Pastor DeWitt

Welton

3.  Pastor Charlotte

Delmar

Petersville

Sugar Creek

4.  Pastor Grand Mound

Lost Nation

Oxford Junction

Toronto

*  LeClaire would share a priest with Camanche.
+ Mercy Hospital Chaplain would assist Clinton.





What

IF
Prince of Peace Parish was assigned 

only one Priest?

What issues would arise?



Issue # 1

1.  Prince of Peace would NEED support from 

the Catholic Priest chaplain assigned to 

Mercy Hospital.

(help would be needed with weddings, 
funerals, illness/vacation, daily Masses, 

school Masses, etc.)



Issue # 2

2.  The Diocese would NEED to continue 

assigning a Catholic Priest chaplain to 
Mercy Health Center.



Issue # 3

3. Prince of Peace would NEED Diocesan 
support for one Priest to do the four Parish 
weekend Masses:  

5 PM, 8 AM, 10:30 AM and 6 PM

Diocesan policy states a Priest should do 
no more than three weekend Masses.



Issue # 4

4.  Sisters of St. Francis would NEED to 
arrange for a Priest outside of our 
Parish to provide a weekend Mass at the 
Canticle.

Prince of Peace Priests currently provide 
a Sunday 11:00 am Mass for the Sisters of 
St. Francis at the Canticle.



Issue # 5

5.   Prince of Peace would NEED the 
continued support of a bilingual Priest to 
celebrate the monthly Spanish Mass.

Currently Fr. Ed O’Melia from Davenport 
does the 3 PM Spanish Mass on the 
second Sunday of the month at Prince of 
Peace church.



Issue # 6

6.   Prince of Peace would NEED to rely more 
on Deacons and lay ministers to provide 
prayer services at our Catholic school, 
nursing homes, funeral homes (wakes) 
and other services without Mass.

Bottom line –need a Priest to have Mass



Addendum Issue

In light of the fact that Prince of Peace Parish 
provides excellent training/formation for 
newly ordained priests, and since it is the 
policy of the Diocese that newly ordained 
priests have two assignments as Parochial 
Vicar before becoming Pastor, it would be our 
hope (and prayer) that the Diocese would 
continue to assign newly ordained Parochial 
Vicars to the Parish, as they are available.  



Questions and Comments
How many Parishes have two priests assigned?  Six, but some of those are also working in 

clustered situations.

Who came up with the number of four (4) priests for the Clinton Deanery?

The Diocesan Planning Commission

Why would DeWitt and Welton be clustered ïisnôt Grand Mound closer for DeWitt?  It was 

based on Parish preferences, existing cooperative ministries, rectory arrangements, travel 

distances, etc.

Should some of the small parishes be closed?  That was not within the scope of our Parish 

planning process.  

How was the parish planning committee selected?  Each Pastor was a committee leader and 

two more Parish representatives were selected by the Pastor.  Our parish committee included Fr. 

Ken Kuntz, Brenda Bertram and Dave Schnier.

Did the Pastoral Council have input into the plan?  The proposed plan was provided to the 

Pastoral Council and Finance Council for input during their February 2011 meetings.

When will the plan be implemented?  Over the next 10 years based on priest retirement, 

unanticipated changes and number of newly ordained priests.

Who schedules the hospital Chaplainôs appointments?  The hospital and Fr. Stack.



Questions and Comments (continued)
What is the difference between a Parochial Vicar and a Pastor ïarenôt they both priests?  Yes, they are 

both priests but a Parochial Vicar reports to the Pastor who is in charge.

(Comment) The area nursing home residents really appreciate the monthly Mass services by the priest!  

How are ordination projections determined?  By existing seminarians and amount of education needed.

Are there any St. Ambrose priests who are available for Parish ministry?  There are three Priests at St. 

Ambrose, one is the Campus Minister and the other two priests already help out in Parishes.

Will we get a Priest from South Dakota now that we just gave them a Bishop?  Nice thought - but no.

How many seminarians do we have now?  11

What is the retirement age for priests?  70 for most

Why would Camanche want to move south with LeClaire?  To partner with a similar size parish.

Would Camanche become part of  the Davenport deanery then?  Deanery boundary lines will be 

reviewed shortly after the planning process.  It may depend on where the priest lives that determines 

which deanery Camanche will be assigned. 

gh


